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The Antilles

" DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC




France- over the Atlantic

Consists of six inhabited islands
Territory of the EU, France

Official language French, also Creolen
Official currency Euro

Capital - Basse-Terre
Area 1.628 kmz ( Latvia- 39 times bigger)
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Geography

* Washed by the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea
* French West Indies, Lesser Antilles
* 2 islands- butterfly shape

* Mountainous island

* \Volcano- highest peak 1,467 metres
* Volcanic and earthquake activity in the region|




History

* Arawak people- first population of the Caribbean

* C. Columbus- first European in 1493

e Santa Maria de Guadalupe

* Failures to colonize by Spanish

* 1650 sold to French governor, beginning of slavery



Africa

French West Indies

1685- beginning of huge sugar cane farming
Boom of Coffee, cocoa plantations- 18th century
1946- official overseas department of France




Overview of the Slave Trade
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Agriculture

* Sugar cane- sugar, rhum AE AW oNT AT |
* Bananas- 27 kinds A AT Y s . SR ==

* Squash ( pumpkin)- 5 kinds - ¥

e Eggplant
* Cocoa
e Jackfruit



Weather patterns

* the dry season - January to June
* the wet season- July to December
* tropical climate
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* average temp.- 30

* Huricanes- Maria 2017

The
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—— Channel






Nature

* Tropical rainforests
e Waterfalls

* Mountains

* Mangroves

* Coral reefs
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